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SUBJECT: GODR INTEREST IN WATER HYACINTH RESEARCH 

REF: A. SANTO DOMINGO 745 
B. STATE 030860 

1 . IN RESPONSE REF A NASA AND AID/W APPRECIATE DOMINICAN 
INTEREST IN NASA WATER HYACINTH SEWAGE TREATMENT RESEARCH 
BUT MUST DECLINE PROPOSED VISIT OF NASA SPECIALIST 
WOLVERTON. CURRENT WOLVERTON RESPONSIBILITIES WOULD MAKE 
SUCH TRAVEL DIFFICULT. MOREOVER NASA UNABLE TO ACCEPT 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR TRAVEL AND EXPENSES. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY REPEAT NASA WILLINGNESS TO HOST BRIEF 
VISIT OF ONE OR TWO GODR OFFICIALS TO NASA LABORATORIES 
IN BAY SAINT LOUIS MISSISSIPPI PER REF B. 

3. FYI: NASA RESEARCH HAS PRIMARILY BEEN DIRECTED TO USE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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OF WATER HYACINTHS FOR SEWAGE TREATMENT. NASA EXPERIMENTS 
TO PROCESS HYACINTH PLANTS FOR METHANE GAS PRODUCTION, 

ETC., HAVE BEEN PRELIMINARY AND LIMITED. MAIN RESULT OF 
PROPOSED NASA VISIT WOULD BE TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL USES 

OF HARVESTED HYACINTHS FOR POSSIBLE FURTHER GODR 
EXPERIMENTATION. 
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